
TOKYO GUIDE

GRAB AN ESPRESSO

COCKTAIL CRAFT

TEPPANYAKI LUNCH

WHISKEY DELIGHTS

Fashion muse, foodie mecca and tech wonderland—Tokyo has long cemented its place as a 
capital with serious cultural clout. Enter its eclectic urban sprawl and you’ll find sophisticated 

hotels, sleek concept stores and postage-stamp bars next to temples that have stood for 
centuries. But this city remains an enigma to many travellers. A place where most streets are 

still nameless and the best haunts still lie hidden, so we’ve picked out the best hotspots for you. 
Step into Tokyo’s cultural kaleidoscope with us.

Three years of training is what it takes a 
Barista wanting to learn the art of the perfect 
espresso from coffee legend Katsu Tanaka. 
Queues for his signature 1oz cup can reach out 
the door on weekends at Bear Pond, his shrine 
to the pocket-sized brew.

Ginza is where you’ll find most of Tokyo’s 
high-end haunts, like this celebrated cocktail 
den. Just ten seats are available at the long, 
dark counter bar where there’s no menu—
instead the expert mixologists invent bespoke 
creations on the spot according to your tastes.

For a Michelin-star twist on the classic 
teppanyaki (grilled meats), then pull up a chair 
at the glass counter of this opulent institution. 
Next your chef will take you course-by-course 
through each dish, grilled to perfection in 
front of you against a backdrop of Shibuya’s 
glittering skyline.

Japan’s recent whiskey revolution has taken 
the world by storm with Japanese brands now 
reaching cult status. “Forget the time and 
relax” is the mantra for this popular Roppongi 
bar, where whiskey lovers are spoilt for choice 
with over 1,000 drams of the amber nectar to 
choose from.

1-17-1 Shibuya Shibuya-ku
bear-pond.com

Efflore Ginza5 Bldg. BF,  
5-4-15 Ginza Chuo-ku
+81 3 3571 5815
barhighfive.com

Omotesando-gyre 5F, 5-10-1 Jingu-mae, 
Shibuya-ku
+81-3-5467-5252
ukai.co.jp

Main Stage Roppongi B1F 3-9-11
Roppongi Minato-ku
+81 3 6432 9772
cask-s.comBear Pond Espresso

Bar High Five

Omotesando Ukai-Tei

CASK strength

ARTISTIC HEIGHTS RETAIL THERAPY

TREAT YOURSELF 
TO A KOBE STEAK

THE INSTAGRAM MOMENTDO A YURAKUCHO  
BAR CRAWL

SUSHI DREAMS

A hub of contemporary artistic vision, the 
exhibitions here showcase world-class talent 
from around the globe such as Ai Wei Wei and 
Bill Viola. But the inspiring art also comes with 
inspiring views—tickets include admission to the 
Mori Tower’s 52-storey-high observation deck.

From tailors to wine sommeliers and even shoe 
counsellors, impeccable service is dispensed 
by staff who are all experts in their field at this 
venerable department store. Expect gourmet 
food halls and lux goods that you won’t find 
anywhere else.

If you’re lucky enough to grab a table at 
this Tokyo gastro icon then your efforts will 
be rewarded with what many agree is the 
best steak in the world. Like most of Tokyo’s 
restaurants, there’s only space for a handful of 
diners, but the marbled eight-centimetre-thick 
Kobe beef is well worth the hype.

Nothing sums-up Tokyo’s organised and 
chaotic edge better than the iconic Shibuya 
crossing, Rumoured to be the world’s busiest, 
the mass of commuters nonchalantly dodging 
each other in all directions is a spectacle that 
an Insta hyperlapse captures perfectly.

A warren of lively wall-to-wall bars and 
yakitori joints run for over 700 meters 
beneath the train tracks of Yurakucho 
Station, all lit by paper lanterns at night. 
Duck into a few for a quick bite and a cold 
beer and rub shoulders with the Tokyo 
businessmen that clock-off here.

Apprentices train for years for the chance to 
work at this legendary restaurant where sushi 
master Jiro Sukiyabashi has earned three 
Michelin stars in his pursuit of sushi excellence. 
Tucked away in a basement beside Ginza metro 
station, if you can find it, dining here is an 
experience in itself.

3-14-1 Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku
+81-3-3352-1111
isetan.mistore.jp

GINZA MST Building 8th Floor 6-5-1 Ginza, 
Chuo-ku
+81 03 6252 5011

Shibuya station, Hachiko exit

Roppongi Hills Mori Tower 53F,  
6-10-1 Roppongi
+81 3 5777 8600
mori.art.museum

Yurakucho Station on the JR Yamanote Line

Tsukamoto Sogyo Building, Basement 1st 
Floor, 4-2-15 Ginza,  Chuo-Ku
+81 3 3535 3600

Mori Art Museum Isetan Shinjuku

Beefsteak Kawamura

Shibuya crossing
Yurakucho Gado-shita

Sukiyabashi Jiro


