
This restored colonial 
mansion is your best spot for 
people watching on the Plaza 
Vieja. Sit back with your café 
con leche and soak up the 
square’s eclectic architectural 
medley of baroque façades, 
charming fountain and fine 
stained glass windows.

Nature’s antidote to Havana’s 
cultural kaleidoscope is the 
city’s pine-framed beaches. 
Coined as Cuba’s own Riviera, 
Playas del Este is 18km of soft 
sand and blue Atlantic waves 
that is the perfect spot to 
while away an afternoon.

Considered the cooler sister 
of the city’s government-
run Casas de la Músicas, this 
cultural gem is usually crowded 
with Cubans young and old 
who come to sway their hips to 
everything from local musicians 
to big name salsa bands.

For a glimpse of life for 
Havana’s most iconic resident, 
visit Finca la Vigía, the hillside 
villa where novelist Ernest 
Hemingway lived out 20 years 
of his life. The immaculately 
persevered interiors remain 
untouched since 1960.

Cubans are well-versed in 
the art of relaxation and this 
members-only club housed 
within a grand 1928 mansion is 
where diplomats and the well-
heeled head to lounge, play 
tennis, swim and hangout on 
the private beach.

This factory turned multimedia 
art space and bar channels 
the industrial-chic vibe that is 
the hallmark of all hip artistic 
enclaves. Watch artists at work 
by day and mingle with the 
young creatives that party to 
live DJs by night.

This gracefully restored art-
filled private villa is a labour of 
love between cultural power 
couple Pamela Ruiz and Cuban 
artist Damian Aquiles. Be sure 
to socialise with the creative 
elite over pre-dinner drinks 
beneath its chandeliers.

Another rooftop to catch 
a sunset over a rum-filled 
cocktail is the terrace bar of 
this 1950s penthouse. Named 
after the flutist from Cuba’s 
legendary charanga band, 
Orestes Aragón, world-class 
jazz and Cuban musicians 
provide the soundtrack.

Havana’s grande dame 
boutique hotel is still one of 
its finest. Enjoy coffee, cigars 
and 24-hour Wi-Fi among 
the palms and orchids of the 
Mezzanine Bar and don’t miss 
the rooftop pool for a sunset 
cocktail and a dip.

Revolution, expression, 
freedom—Havana is a place 
that values independence and is 
unafraid to buck the norm. And 
as a new era dawns on Cuba’s 
capital, behind the majestic 
decay of its colonial façades 
there is an edgy and creative 
evolution stirring. Hotels are 
popping-up faster than you 
can mix a mojito, rumours are 
spreading of hot new restaurants, 
and there’s an artistic crowd 
electric with the air of change. 
Say hello to the Caribbean’s new 
cultural frontier. 

Grab a coffee

Find some space

Dance the 
night away

Channel Hemingway

Blow off steam

Get cultured

Best architectural f ix

For a sundowner

Where to stay

Café El Escorial

Playa del Esta

La Casa de la Música 
Centro Habana

Museo Hemingway

Club Habana

La Fábrica de Arte Cubano

A Cuban cigar is a shopping 
list essential, so visit a cigar 
factory to get yours straight 
from the source. For the art 
aficionado, tour the artist 
studios that dot the city and 
invest in some original works.

The retail trail

Artist Studio Tours

Pamela Ruiz House

The Magic Flute

Saratoga Hotel

Mercaderes No 317, Plaza Vieja, 
Habana Vieja
+53 7 868 3545

Playas del Este 

Various Locations

Finca Vigía, San Francisco de Paula  
+53 7 691 0809

5ta Avenida y 214, Reparto Flores, 
Havana Playa
+53 7 204 5700

Calle 26, esquina 11, Vedado
+53 7 838 2260
fac.cu

Vedado

Calzada 101 between L and M, Vedado 
+53 7 832 3195

Prado 603, esq. a Dragones. La 
Habana Vieja, Ciudad de La Habana 
+53 7 868 1000 
hotel-saratoga.com

Av de Italia
+53 7 860 8296

The crumbling steps and walls 
of this romantic colonial 
mansion is everything you 
imagine Cuba to be. A 
favourite haunt of celebrities 
and locals, expect elegant 
creativity on the plate and a 
scene worthy of a film-set.

Dine in style

La Guarida

Concordia No.418, Gervasio y Escobar, 
Centro Habana
+53 7 866 9047
laguarida.com

Get ready with TUMI

Tumi Luke Roll-Top Backpack  
In Reflective Silver
Light up the streets of Havana with this 
reflective version of TUMI’s hip Luke Roll 
Top. By day it’s a sleek backpack but the 
silver reflective material means you’ll shine 
with style when darkness falls.

Tumi Knox Backpack In Relfective Silver
For a more causal and sporty look to get 
you around town, try TUMI’s classic Knox 
Backpack for your Havana travels. Extra 
pockets and compartments make this the 
choice for tech lovers.

Perfect your travel style at 
uk.tumi.com

Take yourself easily from day to night with 
TUMI’s cool new reflective collection – 
you’ll be able lose yourself in Havana’s 
cultural rhythms from dusk til dawn.
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