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How to Design Your
Own Pop-Up Hotel

Anywhere in the World
by Alicia Brunker February 13, 2017

For the right price, travel operator Black Tomato will customize every detail of your
next vacation, from a pop-up wine cellar to a drone photographer on demand.

Once a destination becomes ubiquitous on Instagram, it can quickly begin to lose its charm:
hole-in-the-wall eateries become the latest hot spots, secret beaches are overtaken by
crowds, and family-run inns morph into boutique hotels du jour. It’s human nature to seek
out a trip that nobody else has experienced, and this is where high-end travel outfitter Black
Tomato comes in: its service, Blink, allows travelers to create one-of-a-kind vacations
virtually anywhere in the world. 
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A yurt in the Andes mountains

Courtesy Black Tomato
A yurt in the Bolivian Andes is one of the 7.5 billion combinations Blink claims to offer.
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Here's how it works. First, you choose a country or region (yes, even the Arctic) and staff
from Black Tomato will set up a semi-permanent camp (think yurts, bubble domes, and
teepees) on a remote parcel of land with a full-service staff, meals, and activities,
completely tailored to your exact specifications—right down to the bed linens and
decorative accents. From inception to completion, the planning process can take anywhere
from a couple weeks to several months. “If you want Chanel bath products and a Hästens
bed, we would absolutely source that for you,” says Black Tomato’s co-founder Tom
Marchant, who developed the London-based company in 2005 after a corporate stint at
Ernst & Young. “If you want a professional photographer to document your, trip or a five-
star chef, we will provide that for you, too. Blink is truly tailor-made in every way
possible. You get to influence all the decisions."

According to Marchant, if you consider the tiniest details, Blink can offer more than 7.5
billion trip combinations. But if making so many decisions seems like a daunting task,
Blink’s team of travel experts can offer some inspiration based on your personal
preferences: Action- seekers may set off to the hinterlands of Iceland to view the
Northern Lights, while those seeking serenity might like a yoga retreat in the Uyuni salt
flats, where there’s no other soul for miles. Since its December 2016 launch, Blink has
facilitated nearly ten tailor-made trips, and Marchant hopes to grow that figure to about 100
per year. “Luxury is no longer defined by traditional aspects, such as price and more
cookie-cutter luxuries in terms of service and thread count,” he says. “It’s about the
uniqueness of the experience and providing people with a moment that only they can
own.” 

The experience isn’t the only bespoke element—pricing can range from $21,928 for a
couple who plans a long weekend in Morocco to $177,600 for a group of six spending four

“Luxury is no longer defined by traditional aspects. It’s about the
uniqueness of the experience and providing people with a moment
that only they can own.” 
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nights in Bolivia. (Flights are not included, but can be arranged.) But Marchant believes the
final result fits the bill. “You get to design your perfect accommodation and place it in the
most magical landscape,” he says. “It builds the anticipation for what’s to come, and, for
me, that’s the thrill of travel.”
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