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After months at home, Americans are ready to travel again. Island hopping in
Croatia or witnessing the great migration in Kenya might be off the table this

summer, but there are plenty of boast-worthy experiences to be had right in our own
backyard, no flights required. As travel agents and tour operators pivot to focus on

domestic travel, they’re casting a creative lens on the ultimate DIY vacation, the road
trip. These new trips put a five-star spin on cross-country travel with the addition of
everything from chauffeurs and chefs to pop-up glamping accommodations and

VIP-viewing access at the Grand Canyon.

THE POOL AT CHALK DRAW RANCH IS THE ULTIMATE OASIS.

Road trips reimagined
T R AV E L

By JEN MURPHY
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Take the Open Road:
Napa and Santa
Barbara

Black Tomato is best known
for curating wow-factor trips in
far-flung locales like the Congo
and Greenland, so it should
come as no surprise the
company has applied the same
extravagance to the humble
American road trip. In June, the
company announced a series of
tailor-made itineraries in
partnership with
Mercedes-Benz and Auberge
Resorts Collection called Take
the Open Road. Every trip
begins at an Auberge property,
and guests have access to a full
fleet of Mercedes vehicles, from
convertibles to G-wagons, all
preprogrammed with
destination-specific playlists.
The six-night Napa Valley and
Santa Barbara itinerary was
designed with gourmands in
mind. As you cruise down the
coast you’ll stop to shuck oysters
and go on a cheese tour in Point
Reyes and forage for
mushrooms in the Santa Ynez
Valley.

Experience highlight: Forget
the French Riviera. Soak in the
beauty of Santa Barbara’s coast
(aka the American Riviera) on a
sunset sail aboard your own
private yacht.

Accommodation highlight:
Calistoga Ranch in Napa Valley
is a haven for food and wine
lovers, featuring honey, eggs and
produce harvested on-property.
An exclusive trail allows guests
to hike to Davis Estates Winery
for a private tasting.

Cost: From $5,975 per
person, double occupancy;
blacktomato.com/
us/auberge-itineraries

BLACK TOMATO IS BEST KNOWN FOR CURATING WOW-FACTOR TRIPS.

CALISTOGA RANCH IN NAPA VALLEY IS A HAVEN FOR FOOD AND WINE LOVERS.


