
KYOTO GUIDE

TIME FOR TEA 

STAY IN A RYOKAN TEMPLE HOPPING

THE INSTAGRAM MOMENT

MEET A GEISHACUTTING-EDGE CUISINE

SHOP KYOTO’S PANTRY

EAT YOURSELF ZEN

SHARE A KAISEKI

GRACEFUL GARDENS

Whether you’re after a glimpse of a geisha, a culinary adventure or a spiritual retreat, no visit 
to Japan could be complete without a visit to Kyoto. Never failing to captivate the imagination 
of its guests, this ex-imperial city catapults its visitors back in time to Japan’s golden age. And 

with an endless choice of sublime restaurants, exquisite temples and alluring Zen gardens, this 
culturally rich city is not easily forgotten.

With over 40 variations of green tea available, 
the choice is endless at Ippodo Tea Company’s 
Tearoom. Pick your leaves and observe the 
artful process of brewing from this 300-year-
old manufacturer. Tea is served with seasonal 
sweets.

Ryokans are traditional Japanese inns that date 
back to the 17th century. But at this family-run 
hotel, tradition also meets state-of-the-art 
design to create a beautiful and tranquil place 
to rest your head. Rooms also come complete 
with enormous bath tubs.

With over 2,000 shrines and temples studding 
the city, we understand that choosing which 
to visit can be daunting. The picturesque, 
millennium-old Kiyomizu Temple is top of the 
temple bucket list for its breath-taking views 
from the veranda, overlooking a sea of cherry 
and maple trees.  

Instagram-worthy shots lie at every turn in 
Kyoto. From the geisha that walk the streets to 
the softly swaying Arashiyama bamboo forest. 
But we guarantee your insta-followers will love 
the bright tunnel of vermillion-orange gates that 
trail towards the Fushimi Inari Taisha shrine.

Proudly home to the many remaining, 
authentic geishas, Kyoto’s Gion quarter is the 
place to be if you’re hoping to catch a peek of 
these elegant characters from Japan’s past. 
Book a private show or dinner to experience 
their captivating, traditional dance and music 
performances.

Alternating between his restaurants in Japan 
and Paris, Head Chef Edakuni Eiichi creates 
Japanese classics with a modern twist at 
this riverside restaurant. Pull up a stool at 
the counter to watch the expertly-trained 
chefs cook up perfection. Try the duck confit 
croquettes.

Kyoto’s 400-year-old downtown market is a 
veritable foodie paradise. Expect an emporium 
of Japanese ingredients and flavours, from 
matcha ice cream and matsutake mushrooms 
to sake sommeliers. Weird, wonderful and 
downright delicious.

Housed within the Daitokuji temple, here 
you’re encouraged to find your inner Zen 
while you try an eclectic assortment of small 
but wholesome vegan dishes, all served at low 
seiza-style tables and within traditional red 
lacquered bowls. 

Rumoured to be the birth place of ‘Nakamura’ 
style Kaiseki cuisine, recipes at this Michelin-
starred, family-run restaurant are passed down 
to only one child in each generation, without 
the slightest alteration, so your dishes will be 
identical to those cooked over 300 years ago. 

This effortlessly tranquil Unesco World 
Heritage site was the inspiration for American 
composer John Cage’s famously quiet 4’33. 
Draw your own conclusions about the finely 
preserved rock garden, the meaning of which 
remains an enigma.

Teramachi-dori Nijo, Nakagyo-ku 
+81 75 211 3421
ippodo-tea.co.jp

294 Kiyomizu 1-chome, Higashiyama-ku
+81 75 551 1234
kiyomizudera.or.jp

68 Fukakusa Yabunouchicho, Fushimi-ku
+81 75 641 7331
inari.jp

Gion Quarter

Nakahakusancho, Fuyacho Anekoji-agaru, 
Nakagyo-ku
+81 75 221 1136
hiiragiya.co.jp

420-7 Nanba – Cho, Nishikiyamachidori 
Matsubara-kudaru, Shimogyo-ku
+81 75 343 7070
guiloguilo.com

Nishikikoji-dori, Nakagyo-ku 
(between Teramachi and Takakura)
+81 75 211 3882
kyoto-nishiki.or.jp

4 Daitoku-Ji-Cho, Murasakino, Kita-Ku
+81 75 491 6665
kyoto-izusen.com

Oike-sagaru Tominokoji , Nakagyo-ku
+81 75 221 5511 
kyoryori-nakamura.com

13 Ryoanji Goryonoshitacho, Ukyo-ku
+81 75 463 2216
ryoanji.jp

The Kaboku Tearoom 

Hiiragiya Ryokan Kiyomizu-dera Temple

Fushimi Inari Taisha shrine

GionGiro Giro Hitoshina

Nishiki Market

Izusen Daijiinten

Kyo-Ryori Nakamura

Ryoanji Temple


